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In this unit you will learn

+ how to make comparisons

- a tense for describing what's
going on right now

« how to say how things
happen

Language points

» comparatives and
superiatives

« continuous tenses

« adverbs and postpositions

1 Comparisons: bigger and smaller

English has two main ways of showing comparisons, firstly as in
‘harder’ (using an ‘-er’ comparative word) and secondly as in ‘more
difficult’ (using ‘more’ with the ordinary adjective). Hindi prefers
this second type. The word for ‘more’ is SUT&T zyadi or X aur.

T e FATRTAIR 3796 § |
yah hotal zyada/aur accha hai. This hotel is better.

Ig Bl TARIRIR 74 g |

vah hotal zyada/aur mahaga hai. That hotel is more expensive.
When comparing one thing directly to another, the word & se ‘than’
is used, and the ST/ zyada/aur can be dropped:

ferlt IR AT 2

dilli agre se bari hai. Delhi is bigger than Agra.

ITRT faeelt T BT 3
agra dilli se chotd hai. Agra is smaller than Delhi.

‘Less’ is ¥ kam —
I FHIT T A567 ¢ |
yah kamra kam accha hai. This room is less good.
g fFame (39 R &) ¥ F987 g |
yah kitab (us kitab se) kam acchi hai. This book is less good
(than that book).
ag e (AT &) F7 AW g |
vah hotal (taj se) kam mahiga hai. That hotel is less pricey (than
the Taj).

Superlatives follow the model of T&& =T sabse accha ‘best of all’:

IZY TAT qEH IATHT § |

yahi dava sabse acchi hai. This medicine is the best.

TS S qST ASHT & |

Manoj sabse bard larka hai. Manoj is the biggest/eldest boy.
T G9E BT AZHT 2 |

Ram sabse chotd lark3 hai. Ram is the smallest/youngest boy.
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@ Four chiidren

Answer the questions about these four siblings, shown in age order

(Shiv is the eldest).

fam 4T f,

Siv Rita

¢ HTIAW TA § ST 8 2
kya Om Sankar se bara hai?

R frm s daraer g
kitne bacce Rita se chote hai?

1 Y ST ASH HI § 2
sabse bara larka kaun hai?

¢ Y BT ASH FT g ?
sabse chota larka kaun hai?

o 3w e a0 & w0
Om kitne baccd se bara hai?

5 g7 Qar fim & s 32
kya Riti Siv se bari hai?

o FT 9T AW F BIET § 2
kya Ritd Om se choti hai?

¢ 7T 0T T § B § 2
kya Rita Sankar se choti hai?

S

ot fFg T=9 T T 999 S9TET 96T § 2
apko kis bacce ki tasvir sabse zyada pasand hai?

2 Continuous tense: ‘-ing’ verbs

‘I speak Hindi’ (§ f&=t S&aT &€ maf hindi bolta hii ) describes
something that’s done regularly or habitually; but ‘I am speaking
Hindi’ describes something that’s going on at the time. In Hindi, the
<.ing’ sense is conveyed like this:

CRLE IR
mai hindi bol rah hii. 1 am speaking Hindi.

 ferr i wr AT |
mai hindi bol raha tha. 1 was speaking Hindi.

This is called the ‘continuous’ tense. It has three elements:
A the verb stem 19 bol (or ¥ sikh, #< kar, fo likh, % kah
etc.) supplies the basic meaning;
B I@&I-IR rahi-rahi-rahe delivers the ‘-ing’ aspect;

C the auxiliary verb ‘to be’ (£ hil, § hai, 9T thi etc.) confirms the
timeframe, i.e. past or present.

Some more examples:

/WA EN

vah ro rahi hai. She is crying.

forarsiy Y weaT @) € 2

pitdji kyé muskara rahe hai? Why is Father smiling?

W @R

tum kyé has rahe ho? Why are you laughing?

A wfgT w18 g foew 2@ W oY

meri bahin koi hindi film dekh rahi thi. My sister was watching
some Hindi film.

T qH T §1 @ & 7

kya tum tamil sikh rahe ho? Are you learning Tamil?

TEY ST et ¥ 76 07 fow @AY )

didi ji gujarati mé kuch patr likh rahi thi. Grandma was writing
some letters in Gujarati.
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(O Geeta phones home

Listen in on a phone conversation between Geeta and Raju with Jots
of verbs in the continuous tense. Here’s the new vocabulary:

93T saheli f. girl’s or T HT GAT rat ka khana m.
woman’s female friend dinner
& Y ke sath with, in the HI< madad f . help
company of AT TG (M) 3j rat (ko) tonight
%9 kab when? 9T 13na to bring
¥ der f. a while, period of time 19 X AT b3p re bap Oh God!

g A, F T e g o
Fg1 § S T A 22

¥ ¥5 ggfordl & ary = O Y § !

T3 TG G ?

ERIR e R RcC Rt

T 7AW B @ F 2

R, g TR I Ta R @ |

HIEY | I AT O F AT @ &Y 23

W A o R E, AST A (W 2

Ff6 & T FT GET a7 QT & | T 788 MY |
FY 2 AT TF HY F8 AT @I & 2

gf, Strag T T § | 39% F6 A4 W AT B |
T I AT, H AT AT E

Tt arer # SUTeT 4QT HA @H AT !

halo R3jii, mai Gita bol rahi hil. !

kahd se bol rahi ho??

taj hotal se.

tum ky3 kar rahi ho vaha?
mai kuch saheliyé ke sath cay pi rahi hu!

Ra3j@  bacce kya kar rahe hai?

Git8  ve to yahd bagice mé khel rahe hai.

R3ji  to kya Manoj bhi khel rahd hai?

Gitd  nahi, vah kisi larki se bat kar raha hai.

R3ji  oho! tum log ghar kab i rahe ho?3

Gitd  ham abhi i rahe hai, thori der mé. ky6?

Rijfi  kyoki maf rat ka khana bana raha hii. mujhe madad cahie.
Gitd  kyo? aj rat ko koi a raha hai?

REji  ha, Javed i raha hai. uske kuch dost* bhi i rahe hai.
Gitd  bap re bap! accha, mai abhi ati hi,

R3jii  vaha tij mé zyada paisa mat kharc kama!

Geeta  Hello, Raju, this is Geeta speaking.

Raju  Where are you speaking from?

Geeta From the Taj Hotel.

Raju  What are you doing there?

Geeta I'm having tea with some friends!

Raju  What are the children doing?

Geeta They’re playing in the garden here.

Raju  So is Manoj playing too?

Geeta No, he’s talking to some girl.

Raju  Oho! When are you all coming home?

Geeta We're just coming in a little while. Why?
Raju  Because I'm making dinner. I need help.
Geeta Why? Is someone coming tonight?

Raju  Yes, Javed’s coming. Some of his friends are coming too.
Geeta Ohmy God! OK, I’'m just coming.

Raju  Don’t spend too much money there in the Taj!

1 This is the usual way of announcing yourself on the phone — ‘I
Geeta am speaking’, i.e. ‘This is Geeta’.

2 Remember that a pronoun (here @ tum) can be dropped when
context makes it clear who is meant.

3 The continuous tense can be used for the immediate future (as in
English) — ‘when are you coming home?’,

4 3% F6 1T uske kuch dost — ‘some friends of his’. Note the
word order.
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Practise what you’ve learnt
Look at each picture below, then choose a verb from the list to
describe who’s doing what. Here’s the first answer to show you the
format: 1. ST9g 97 9@ QT & Javed patr likh raha hai ‘Javed is
writing a letter.” Keep an eye on gender and number!

Gl A FAT  khidnd taiyar karnd  to prepare food

IO TAT  gardb pind to drink (alcohol)

JqVE GEAT ¢3S khelna to play cards

ua f@AT  patr likhna to write a letter

asfg.?r daurna to run

XA |ISHET  bartan mijnd to wash dishes

QAT sond to sleep

%I 9T qTq FIAT  fon par bat karnd  to talk on the phone

& Aefeat AL %
do larkiya koi admi kutta

dar T SR T

Sita Git aur Raji

Usa

The verbs we’'ve met so far

Now that we’re more than halfway through the book, here’s a
summary of all the verb forms we’ve seen so far, listed by unit and
section. Our example verb here is TIFAT bolna ‘to speak’.

GRAMMAR

1.2 BT hona ‘to be’
4.1  infinitive

EXAMPLES

% hai , & hai

AT bolnd

9 bol

4.1 command e, S, ST bol, bolo, bolie
43  imperfective participle AT boltd

43  imperfective present 98 STWAT & vah bolt hai

7.1 imperfective past ag 4T AT vah bolts tha

ag 919 W1 & vah bol raha hai
ag 919 TG AT vah bol raha tha
Now is the time to look back if you need to revise any of these!

4.1 stem

8.2  continuous present
8.2  continuous past

3 Raju is reading ‘his own’ newspaper
Consider this statement: ‘Javed is sitting in Raju’s house; Raju is
reading his newspaper.” Hmm: ‘his’ is ambiguous here — is Raju
reading his own newspaper or Javed’s? Hindi has no such
ambiguity, because the pronoun 3TAT apna replaces ITHT uska
whenever the sense ‘his/her own’ is meant:
S FIAT FEER 95 G & |
Raji apna akhbar parh rah3 hai. Raju is reading his (own) paper.
T IGHT AGIR 95 @ § |
Rajii uska akhbar parh raha hai. Raju is reading his (someone
else’s) paper.

2
b

ST9HT apna is not restricted to ‘his/her’, it can mean ‘my’, ‘our
‘your’ and so on.

& AT T R QT E |
mai apna kam kar raha hil. 1am doing my work.

& A9AT FH R E |
ham apna kam kar rahe hai. We are doing our work.

--
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I AT FTH FA !
tum apna kam karo. Do your work!

AT 99T AT |

apna paisa lijie. Please take your money.

When to use YT apnd is a vexing question for all learners of Hindi,

As a rule of thumb, it has to be used whenever the ‘possessor’ is the
subject of the main verb. The subjects in the next two sentences
(using AT dhona ‘to wash’) are # mai ‘T’ and ¥ ve ‘they’
respectively:

§ 9o FOS €7 @TE

mafi apne kapre dho raha hi. 1’'m washing my clothes.

T AU TS ARG e |

ve apne kapre nahi dhote. They don’t wash their (own) clothes.

O Revising with Gopal and Jagdish

The difference between the continuous and imperfective tenses
should be reasonably clear by now. Here’s a dialogue to remind you
of the imperfective. A young lad called Gopal comes timidly to
Jagdish Sharma’s shop looking for work.

A naukari f. job 99 ¥ pas mé nearby
HgAdT mehnati hard-working ~ SIT9AT jinnd to know
WA zariirat f. need; TFHT X AT thord a little

FY T § mujhko X ki SIS dgrezi f. English
zariirat hai ‘I need X’ (language)
#gAd mehnat f. hard work JAE1g tankhah f. pay, wages

11 S i e

Cucin S BT S 1 A e i

MY ST, TR AT TFA J A A7
W gf, T O At a5 T IERa ar g |
Mt F aga dgAd AT § WAt o
R 39 fRaT § 2

M| S A @aagaaar €

Jagdi$
Gopal
Jagdi§
Gopal
Jagdis$
Gopal
Jagdis
Gopal
Jagdié
Gopal
Jagdis§
Gopal
Jagdis
Gopal
Jagdis§

Gopal
Jagdish
Gopal
Jagdish
Gopal
Jagdish
Gopal
Jagdish

FE & & ?

I | AT R T & AR
T T IAT-faear S 87 2

ST g, SR = ST Sy Y Sy
3% g, A F AT

g AORAT | THIST, T T SATIY |
T, FT 19 g 2

&g ... ?

ag T AW AT BT !

namaste Sarmaji.

namaste. kya cahie beta?

Ji, mujhko apki dukan mé naukari cahie.
ha, mujhko ek mahnati larke ki zariirat to hai.
mai bahut mehnat karta hii Sarma ji!
tumhari umr kitni hai?

Jji, mai solah sal ka hil.

kah3 rahte ho?

pas mé hamara ghar yaha se dilr nahi hai.
kya tum parhna-likhna jante ho?

Jji ha, aur mujhe thori grezi bhi ati hai.
thik hai, kal se ana.

bahut Sukriya. Sarmaji, ek bat batiie.
bolo, kya bat hai?

tankhvah...?

yah tum abhi mat piicho!

Hello Sharma ji.

Hello. What do you want, son?
Sir, I need a job in your shop.
Yes, I do need a hard-working lad.
I work very hard, Sharma ji!

How old are you?

Sir, I’'m sixteen.

Where d’you live?

|

s
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(3]

ZBuueddey sjeym




Bujueddey sieym -

D The PM writes back

Ah, here’s the Prime Minister’s reply to the letter that Raju wrote
when he was little. (For reasons of confidentiality we can’t show the

Gopal Nearby. Our house isn’t far from here.
Jagdish Do you know how to read and write?
Gopal Yes, and I know a little English too.*

Jagdish All right, come from tomorrow. signature.)

Gopal Thank you very much. Sharma ji, please tell me one thing.

Jagdish Speak, what is it?

Gopal The wages...?

Jagdish Don’t ask this just now! - w,

*Literally ‘a little English comes to me’. This is a common usage AR &Y fin ST s w oftae W 9
with languages: {1’@3%\ AT & mujhe urdii 3ti hai ‘1 know Urdu’; qq a ) o i
R ATE FT TR WSTE AT & mere bhai ko car bhisaé ati hai ‘my ¥g 7 fg &t g8 T W miaﬁﬁiﬂff

brother knows four languages’. Used with an infinitive verb, this
construction means ‘knowing how to do something’, ‘having a
skill’: 9=t @TAT AT A1GT § mujhe khina banana ata hai, ‘1
know how to cook.’

¥ T 78 W gwar § | @ J9R wrd A v A
w0 1 ¥ o ff TR & g Wit & fe g
At foerr @ € | AT T o § e W
foramr 1 3 Il afeaa o oY s T )

True or false?
Are these statements right (J21 sahi) or wrong (79 galaf)?
Answers below.
¥ T
sahi galat

v MMM A Fs AT IARATE ) O O

T2 ()

o e o L priy Raji,
Gopal duk ku dna cahta hai.
ops an m‘c ch Kharidna cahta hai tum jante ho ki pradhan mantri ka jivan kaisa hota hai?
R WIS TH H FH FAT AT & | O O vah apne lie to kuch nahf kar sakt3 hai lekin diisro
- a1 s g g ke lie kuch kar sakt3 hai! tum apne bhai ki cinta na
Gopal dukan mé kim ka3 caht3 hai. Karo. maf apne hi diktar se tumhre bhi ke lie kuch
3 MY #Y AZAQ AT 99 77T & | O O dava bhijva raha hil. apne agle patr mé uska hal
Gopal ko mehnat karnd pasand nahf hai, likhna. aur apni tabiyat ka bhi dhyan rakhna.
. tumhira (...)
¢ S I TF aSF H TEA g | O O
Jagdis ko ek larke ki zariirat hai. Dear Raju,

Do you know what a Prime Minister’s life is like? He can’t do
anything for himself but he can do something for others! Don’t
worry about your brother. I’m getting some medicine sent by my
very own doctor. In your next letter write how he is. And take
care of your own health too!

Yours (...)

« WM MM IO feraEarg) O 0O
Jagdi$ Gopal ke bap se milna cahta hai.

f MU FERE FIRAJIETARATE! O O
Gopal tankhah ke bare mé janna cahta hai.

Answers: 2, 4, 5 and 6 are true.
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(O 4 These days, in and out, up and down

Here are some sentences with adverbs (words or phrases like
‘quickly’ or ‘these days’, that describe the manner or context in
which something happens). Look carefully at the words in bold:

A maT R

in dind tum kya kar rahe ho? What are you doing these days?
A am R @ T

us din ham kam kar rahe the. That day, we were working.
frem g &< afea T o |

pichle hafte meri tabiyat kharab thi. 1 was unwell last week.

g I qER W AT @ 2 |

vah agle mahine ghar ja rah3 hai. He’s going home next month.

Notice anything? The words in bold print are in the oblique case —
as if followed by invisible postpositions. This is usual with adverbs
of time; here you have to forget the hard-learned rule that the oblique
case is only used when a postposition requires it! Think of the time-
words as being haunted by the ghosts of dropped postpositions.

These next sentences involve destinations — ‘Agra’, ‘your house’:

g AR ST R € |
ham agre ja rahe hai. We’re going to Agra.
FTAMFRAMRE

ve apke ghar 3 rahe hai. They’re coming to your house.

Here the obliques (FTR agre, oblique of ITRT grd; and TYF =X
apke ghar, oblique of 39T 9T 4pka ghar) are again haunted by the
ghosts of postpositions. To put it another way, the oblique case alone
is the equivalent for the English ‘to’ in these sentences. It’s
significant that both sentences involve verbs of motion.

Finally, we find something very similar happening in the following
sentences, which use AT and or ST jana with a sense of purpose:

FamE A am @ E

ve apse milne 3 rahe hai. They’re coming to meet you.

g frmdma TR
ham film dekhne ja rahe hai. We’re going to see a film.

These sentences have a sense of purpose or intention which is
expressed by the f7e milne and 3@+ dekhne (infinitives ending -¢)
_— as if here too some postposition had been dropped.

D About adverbs and postpositions

Now here are some more sentences using adverbs. These ones (again
shown in bold text) describe place:

qATS qTET @S & |

Manoj bahar khard hai. Manoj is standing outside.
HAT &R Y E |

Mini andar baithi hai. Meena is sitting inside.
FOL J@T |

fipar dekho. Look up.

#= s |

nice 30. Come down.

The thing to notice here is that adverbs and postpositions work
differently from each other. Let’s take the pair ST&X bahar and ¥ FTgX
ke bahar, both meaning ‘outside’, as an example. g bahar on its
own is an adverb that means ‘outside’ without reference to any other
place: 3§ 1< W3T & vah bahar khara hai ‘he’s standing outside’. But
¥ STEX ke bihar is a postposition that means ‘outside in relation to
something’: W19 % STEX makan ke bahar ‘outside the house’. There
are many such pairings: for example, the adverb F9< iipar means ‘up,
upstairs’ (FR Opar jao ‘go up’ or ‘go upstairs’), while the
postposition ¥ FX ke iipar means ‘on top of, above’ (AF & FIX mez
ke {ipar ‘on top of the table’).

IR JF & FE

hamare makan ke bahar outside our house

T TR F AKX

is kamre ke andar inside this room

AT F I

almari ke Gpar on top of the cupboard

AT & A

is mez ke nice under this table

Buiueddey siBym 5 1
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There are many such postpositions consisting of two (or even three)
words. Grammarians (who are always fond of long names for short
things!) call them ‘compound postpositions’.

& A9MEIF ke nazdik near

& 9 ke pas near; in the possession of
& Srrar ke alava as well as

F gl ke yaha at the place of, at X’s place
F fag ke lie for

*T qH / M kitaraf/or  towards

& TE ki tarah like

When using these with the pronouns # maf (R mere), T ti (R tere),
T tum (TBR tumhare), & ham (87 hamdre) and 9T apna =
apne) the F/&1 ke/ki component is absent:

I Tgl unke yaha at their place

R agl mere yahd at my place
WHTH ®T X makankior  towards the house
'a’q'lﬁ AR hamari or towards us

Youw’ll find many more of these compound postpositions listed in the
Hindi-English glossary under ¥ ke and %7 ki.

Practise what you've learnt

Make up phrases (such as & ¥ % 91 mere ghar ke piche ‘behind 1
my house’) from the following, remembering to make the first §

column oblique:

#I kaun [oblique f5& kis ‘whom’] & fT ke lie for

AT I merd dost & ¥ ke bad after
ag 9T UL vah bara per %Y qE ki tarah like
TWER  somvar F qar?'r ke pahle before
AT A hamara skill * OB ke piche behind
ag B2 yah hotal *T A ki taraf towards

qIrAT < purana stesan & ANGIF ke nazdik near 121
#T 9X merd ghar & AT ke nice under, below g
T AN ye log & TgT ke yahs at the place of o
/R O tumhard ghar % 9 AR ke card all around g
Exercise 8a Translate: e_-?:
You are not cleverer than them. (clever: iR hosiyar)
I (f) am older than my brother but younger than you.
My other sister is the cleverest. =]
Some people say that Hindi is easier than English. 3

O 0 N AW N -

Mother thinks that my sister is more beautiful than me.
Father knows more than Mother but he can’t say anything,
Their house is bigger and more beautiful than ours.

I am cleverer than you.

Your language is more difficult than my language.

Exercise 8b Rewrite these sentences in the continuous tense,
translating the rewritten version. (Raju is speaking throughout.)

& Yfeay gaar €
mai rediyo sunt3 hil.
I listen to the radio.

%0

3

R

i+

34

10

Fsamrgr wr |

mafi rediyo sun raha hii.

I am listening to the radio.

g9 ART o= el FT @ET @ qATS § |

ham log apne dosto ko khana khane bulate ha.

§ @1 TR F@T E

mai khana taiyar kart hil.

F AT AT AT G

ve log sam ko ate hai.

¥ 9O g1 AT IEQT A ST AT

ve apne baccé aur dostd ko bhi late hai.

A g T § o 9 S W @ AR §
meri patni kahti hai ki unke bacce Moti ko marte hai.
TrET St gAY AT AT A &, faw ey gt §
dadi ji hamdri madad nahi karti hai, sirf rediyo sunti hai.
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% AT FTHL [‘cooker’] BT & FTH &I AT |
hamari kukar [‘cooker’] thik se kam nahf karta.

2 AR SR Hgd & aruew & qreit Y A w@r §

hamare dost kahte hai ki bathriim mé pani nahi 4 raha hai.

Exercise 8¢ Answer the questions:
¢ dN GO GG | AT HT FQA/AET 8 2
apne khali samay mé ap kya karte/karti hai?
% STIHT H 9L TGAT qT qTgL STTAT S4TET 96 & 2
apko ghar par rahna ya bahar jana zyada pasand hai?
0 I fg=<t = @r" RRE € 2
ap hindi kyd sikh rahe/rahi hai?
2 w7 fget AT & ST A g 0
kya hindi agrezi se zyada asan hai?
R T I9F Fo e o) feedy A € 2
kya apke kuch dost bhi hindi bolte hai?
¥ AT AT T IR RRET § 2
aj ap kya kar rahe/rahi hai?
¥ T AT Bfgat § wgr SAATr € 2
ap apni chuttiyd mé kahd jate/jati hai?
0 T T AT W QBRI E 2
abhi 3p kya soc rahe/rahi hai?

Glossary
3% andar inside
T agla next

AYAT apna one’s own (my,
your, his etc.)

AT T Y f{ rat ko tonight;

AT AH ®T 4 $am ko this
evening
%9 kab when?

# M kior towards

# F ki taraf towards

#Y qE ki tarah like

& 3 ke andar inside

& FATAT ke alava as well as

& F9< ke Opar above, on top of

& AE® ke nazdik near

& #iR ke nice below, under

& AT ke bahar outside

¥ agf ke yahi at the place of

% 4§19 ke sath with, in the
company of

& kharc m. expenditure; a
AT kharc karna to spend

TR f. Gujarati
WA zariirat £ need; THF X
FY W& § mujhko X ki
zarUrat har I need X
o jivan m. life
STRT zyada more, much
IR tamil f. Tamil
@ m. playing cards
tafyar ready, prepared;
ST FAT taiyar karnd to
prepare
N R thori derf. a little
while

T dukhi sad
Az daurnd to run
&7 dhond to wash
ST &V dhyan rakhni
to pay attention to, look after
#= nice down, downstairs
O] & pas mé nearby
frear pichla previous, last
@ priy dear; ‘Dear...” (in
informal correspondence)
Q@A bartan m. dish, utensil

19 T A | bap re bap! Oh
God!

fos@T bhijvana to have sent,
to cause to be sent

%g madad f. help; fwdt T
&g FXAT kisi ki madad karna
to help someone

afomT mdjni f. to scour, clean

HRTAT muskarand to smile

T rat f. night; TT FT TET rat
ki khana m. dinner

A lagna to seem

T [ana to bring

QT rona to cry, weep

AT lana to bring

X® sabse of all (in

superlatives, e.g. T899 =87
sabse acchd best, best of all)

&& sahi correct, true

HEAY saheli f. female’s female
friend

&&9T hisna to laugh

W hafiim. week

TR hosiyar clever
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