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These categories all belong to the province of kavya proper, but there are numerous 
works or parts of works that stand on the threshold of poetry. Either they are poetic 
only in part, like many fables, tales, etc., or they have functions that fall outside the 
scope of the purely artistic; indeed, they may have several different functions. 
Works of this sort, which only partly measure up to the criteria of poetry, may 
nevertheless be felt to be kavya. For this to be so, a text must of course contain a 
sufficient number of features that admit of a literary interpretation and, equally 
important, the reader must approach the text from a literary point of view. Since he 
will then regard the dominant function of the work as being poetic, his attention 
\>ill mainly be directed to the poetic content of the work, even if it has two or more 
aims. Seen in this way, a sastrakavya or a hymn (stotra) may be no less poetry than 

137 See under Poetry of the Minor Form, Introductory Remarks p. 65 ff.




