Coherence
Look at the paragraph describing plots among indentured servants in seventeenth-century America. Then mark the keywords, their variations and echos.

Plots hatched by several servants to run away together occurred mostly in the plantation colonies, and the few recorded servant uprisings were entirely limited to those colonies. Virginia had been forced from its very earliest years to take stringent steps against mutinous plots, and severe punishments for such behavior were recorded. Most servant plots ocurred in the seventeenth century: a contemplated uprising was nipped in the bud in York County in 1661; apparently led by some left-wing offshoots of the Great Rebellion, servants plotted an insurrection in Gloucester County in 1663, and four leaders were condemned and executed; some discontented servants apparently joined Bacon’s Rebellion in the 1670s. In the 1680s the planters became newly apprehensive of discontent among the servants “owing to their great necessities and want of clothes,” and it was feared that they would rise up and plunder some storehouses and ships; in 1682 there were plant-cutting riots in which servants and laborers, as well as some planters, took part.
(Richard Hofstadter, America at 1750)
Read the follwing rough-draft paragraph. Why is it needlessly hard to read even though a number of keywords are repeated?

One goes about trapping in this manner. At the very outset I acquired a “trapping” state of mind. A library of books must be read, and preferably someone with experience should educate the novice. Preparing for the first expedition takes several steps. The purchase of traps is first. A pair of rubber gloves, waterproof boots, and the grubbiest clothes capable of withstanding human use come next to outfit the trapper for his adventure. The decision had to be made on just what kinds of animals to seek, what sort of bait to use, and where to place the traps. Finally, the trapper needs a heavy stick, in case it is necessary to club the animal and drown him.








(from Diana Hacker, Rules for Writers)

What did the writer do to the paragaph to improve coherence?

I went about trapping in this manner. To acquire a “trapping” state of mind I read a library of books and and talked at length with an experienced trapper. Preparing for the first expedition took several steps. First, I purchased the traps and outfitted myself by collecting a pair of rubber gloves, waterproof boots, and the grubbiest clothes capable of withstanding human use. Then I decided what kinds of animals to seek, what sort of bait to use, and where to place the traps. Finally, I found a heavy stick, in case it would be necessary to club the animal and drown him.

Mark all the transitional words or phrases in the following paragraph from a text on dinosaur brains.

First of all, large animals have relatively smaller brains than related, small animals. The correlation of brain size with body size among kindred animals (all mammals, all reptiles, for example) is remarkably regular. As we move from small to large animals, from mice to elephants or small lizards to Komodo dragons, brain size increases, but not so fast as body size. In other words, bodies grow faster than brains, and large animals have low ratios of brain weight to body weight. In fact, brains grow only about two thirds as fast as bodies. Since we have no reason to believe that large animals are consistently stupider than their smaller relatives, we must conclude that large animals require relatively less brain to do well as smaller animals. If we do not recognize this relationship, we are likely to underestimate the mental power of very large animals, dinosaurs in particular.








(Stephen Gould, “Were Dinosaurs Dumb?”)
