I can't imagine Michael Gove dancing  (The Guardian, 24 Sept 2012)

People in this country love music, but the education minister's cuts mean that soon precious few of us will be able to enjoy playing, singing or dancing

(by Michele Hanson)

I try hard to imagine Mr Gove in the throes of bliss, passion, excitement, empathy, self-expression, emotion, sensitivity, creativity and fun, but I cannot. I suspect it's because he doesn't seem to give a toss about music. There won't be much room left for it in his nth total upheaval of the exam system and his Ebacc. It's not just me tearing my hair out at the squeezing out of the subject that encourages multiple skills and virtues, including even Gove's favourites: rigour, co-operation, concentration and strict discipline. Famous musicians and music teachers are also panicking.
Perhaps I've got him wrong. Perhaps Gove has the odd dance himself, perhaps he has heart and soul and even plays an instrument. The trouble is, he doesn't seem to care whether everyone else has a chance or not. And they need and want one.

Look at your country, Govey. It's bursting with people wanting music, joining choirs, singing their hearts out, in front of Gareth Malone, behind Tom Jones, for their army spouses, their towns, their friends, their teams and themselves. They want to sing, play in bands, groups, orchestras and Sistema Scotland
. They want to listen to music non-stop. You see them, running around with iPods glued to their ears.

Why? Because music is a vital part of life, as everyone knows. But it needs skill, practice and opportunity, which means instruments, teachers, lessons, time and space. But how are we all to get an equal chance at it except at school? Free loan of instruments and free lessons have almost gone. Only the wealthy can afford them.

Gove is frittering away his budget on Academies, rather than more music and a decent, rounded education for everyone. I might easily go mad with despair, if I didn't have music to turn to. Lucky me, I have that option. Soon hardly anyone will.

Letter
Every Child Can Discover Music

The Guardian, Friday 28 September 2012 

May I reassure Michele Hanson (A Certain Age, G2, 25 September) that, on the importance of music, she and I are singing from the same hymn sheet? However, with regard to the government’s role in supporting musical education across all classes of society, I feel the need to emphasise that the Ministry of Educaction’s proposals haven’t been as dire as it seems in Mrs. Hanson’s article.
This government has strengthened music in schools – protecting core music funding of £80m, introducing a music module for trainee primary school teachers, creating a new music educator qualification and opening 123 new music education hubs, across all local authorities. These hubs will play a key role in ensuring that every child in the country has the chance to experience the richness of music. Moreover, our National Music Plan gives all young people the opportunity to learn a musical instrument for at least a term, to sing regularly in choirs and vocal groups, and to play in ensembles and perform.

We are protecting the Music and Dance scheme for the most talented pupils and expanding the highly successful In Harmony scheme in the poorest areas. Based on the inspirational El Sistema programme in Venezuela, In Harmony provides intensive instrumental training to children from deprived backgrounds, teaching them to play in ensembles and orchestras.

It is simply unfair that, for so long, the joy of music was the preserve of those whose parents could afford it. Under this government every child, regardless of background, will have an equal opportunity to discover music as an essential element of a rounded education, and a vital part of life.

Michael Gove MP
Secretary of state for Education
(slightly modified)
Task: 

Rewrite this letter to the editor to make it more appropriately formal.

When I read your article, Michelle, I was like “No way, this goes to far!” Jesus, woman? Its not like Gove is organising a Fahrenheit 451 style burning of the instruments and a mass purge of CDs.

Like, free instruments and lessons never existed for me, either. And did I give a rat’s ass? No! Because music lessons were a waste of time... They say you never use algebra in real life but its a damn load more useful than being able to badly read music for most of us.

Secondly, ok, there are a few poor losers who can’t afford lessons. But hey, most people can do it for themselves, without nanny state intervention. We aren't North Korea, man! When over half the population can shell out for satellite/cable TV, I don't think some wasteful socialised system of music lessons is needed or wanted.

Possible Answer:

With reference to the article “A Certain Age“ (The Guardian, 25 September), I entirely disagree with Mrs. Hanson when she seems to imply that music lessons are an indespensible factor in a child’s upbringing and education.

First, I would like to point out that free instruments and music lessons never existed for me, either, and it didn’t affect my personal develpment nor my professional career. For the non-musically gifted majority, programs like the ones mentioned are of minor interest. Instead, that money might be better invested into programs that support practical skills or subjects like maths or science that are more useful in real life.

Secondly, whilst I do feel for those who can't afford lessons, most people can do it for themselves, without the government interfering into their lives. When over half the population can afford cable TV or satellite dishes, I do not see any reason why tax money should be wasted on music lessons. 
Besides, do people really become successful musicians as a result of school music lessons peeping away with out of tune recorders?
Amy Wineglass, London
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� Sistema Scotland is a charity set up in the belief that children can gain huge social benefits by playing in a symphony orchestra. We use music making to foster confidence, teamwork, pride and aspiration in the children taking part – and across their wider community.





